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Instructions to candidates

	y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.

	y Answer both parts of one question. Candidates are advised to allocate their time accordingly. 

Each part will be distinctly assessed.

	y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [25 marks].
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Answer both parts (a) and (b) of one question. Each question is worth [25 marks].

Simone de Beauvoir: The Second Sex, Vol. 1 part 1, Vol. 2 part 1 and Vol. 2 part 4

1. (a)  

 [10]

 (b)  

 [15]

2. (a)  

 [10] 

 (b) Evaluate de Beauvoir’s view on women’s creative activities. [15]

René Descartes: Meditations

3. (a) Explain Descartes’s argument regarding the distinction between “what pertains 

to [the mind ... and] what is to be referred to the body”. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Descartes’s argument regarding the distinction between “what pertains 

to [the mind ... and] what is to be referred to the body”. [15]

4. (a) Explain the relationship between faith and reason according to Descartes. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the relationship between faith and reason according to Descartes. [15]

David Hume: Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion

5. (a) Explain Philo’s and Demea’s views about knowing the nature of God. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate Philo’s and Demea’s views about knowing the nature of God. [15]

6. (a) Explain Pamphilus’s conclusion that the views of Cleanthes are the most convincing. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Pamphilus’s conclusion that the views of Cleanthes are the most convincing. [15]
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John Stuart Mill: On Liberty

7. (a) Explain Mill’s idea of individuality. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Mill’s idea of individuality. [15]

8. (a) Explain Mill’s idea of religious liberty. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Mill’s idea of religious liberty. [15]

Friedrich Nietzsche: The Genealogy of Morals

9. (a) Explain the role the ascetic ideal plays in determining moral values. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate the role of the ascetic ideal in the origins of morality. [15]

10. (a) Explain the role that ancestor worship plays in the origins of morality. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate the role that ancestor worship plays in the origins of morality. [15]

Martha Nussbaum: Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach

11. (a) Explain how the human capabilities approach gives dignity to the individual. [10]

 (b) Evaluate how the human capabilities approach gives dignity to the individual. [15]

12. (a) Explain the view that nations have a moral role in ensuring equality and justice 

in other nations. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the claim that nations have a moral role in ensuring equality and justice 

in other nations. [15]
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Ortega y Gasset: The Origin of Philosophy

13. (a) Explain Ortega’s account of the unity of philosophy. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate Ortega’s account of the unity of philosophy. [15]

14. (a) Explain the relationship of dialectical series to philosophical progress. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the relationship of dialectical series to philosophical progress. [15]

Plato: The Republic, Books IV–IX

15. (a) Explain Plato’s claim that philosophers are lovers of truth. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate Plato’s claim that philosophers are lovers of truth. [15]

16. (a) Explain how philosophers qualify to be rulers in the state. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the argument that philosophers should rule. [15]

Peter Singer: The Life You Can Save

17. (a) Explain Singer’s view of the common objections to giving. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate Singer’s view about the possible objections to giving. [15]

18. (a) Explain Singer’s claim that “no principle of obligation is going to be widely accepted 

unless it recognizes that parents will and should love their own children more than 

the children of strangers”. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate Singer’s claim that “no principle of obligation is going to be widely accepted 

unless it recognizes that parents will and should love their own children more than 

the children of strangers”. [15]
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Charles Taylor: The Ethics of Authenticity

19. (a) Explain Taylor’s view that it is individualism that makes authenticity trivial. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Taylor’s view that it is individualism that makes authenticity trivial. [15]

20. (a) Explain Taylor’s view of fragmentation. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Taylor’s view of fragmentation. [15]

Lao Tzu: Tao Te Ching

21. (a) Explain the nature of the opposites in the Tao. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the nature of the opposites in the Tao. [15]

22. (a) Explain the metaphor of the everlasting durability of Heaven and Earth. [10] 

 (b) Evaluate the metaphor of the everlasting durability of Heaven and Earth. [15]

Zhuangzi: Zhuangzi

23. (a) Explain Zhuangzi’s claim that one should not try to master knowledge. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Zhuangzi’s concept of knowledge. [15]

24. (a) Explain Zhuangzi’s depiction of governance. [10]

 (b) Evaluate Zhuangzi’s depiction of governance. [15]
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